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I was at a gentleman's house in this town, near
St. James's, and he happened to have some friends
invited to his house that day upon an entertain-
ment, the occasion of which I do not just now re-
member. Among the guests at his table was an
ancient gentlewoman, and her daughter a fine beau-
tiful young lady, and was I think to be married the
next week, or within a very few days: there sat op-
posite to her another lady, of what country I do not
remember, but she was a foreigner, and I think
was a Dutchwoman, but appeared as a person of
good figure.

This foreigner it seems came to the gentleman's
house, not as invited to the entertainment, but upon
some business of consequence; dinner being just
ready, he asked her to stay, and told her they would
despatch their business afterwards, and so led her
in among the ladies.

After dinner, the gentleman and this foreign lady
withdrew to despatch their affair, which was some-
thing relating to the Exchequer, where he had an
employ; and in discourse, she said to him, pray
jyfr.---------W;h0 is that elderly lady that sat oppo-
site to me ? so he told her the lady's name. And
that young charming lady is her daughter, I sup-
pose? says she. Yes, says the gentleman. Poor
lady, says she, I am very sorry for her, for that her
daughter is a most beautiful creature indeed, and I
see she is very fond of her, 'tis a sad thing! What
d'ye mean? says the gentleman. Why, says she,
the young lady won't live above a fortnight, and the
poor lady her mother will almost break her heart
for her: I am very sorry.

The gentleman (who told me the story with his
own mouth) was extremely surprised at what she
said, and would fain have understood it as if she
jested with him; but she affirmed it seriously, and
showed so much concern at it, that he could not